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OUR NEXT GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING WILL BE HELD February 4, 
7:30 IN THE PILOTS LOUNGE ON THE HAGERSTOWN REGIONAL AIRPORT 

 
                                                                                          Page 2 



 

 
 
 

January 7, 2014 

 
Meeting called to order at 7:30pm. 
 
Attendees: 

Joe Boyle,  Ken Jones,  Mark & Sandy Hissey, Annette Trillanes, Dennis Slodysko,  Jay 
Swift, JimMarsden, Gil Motz, Micah Oberholzer   and guests, Sarah Shaffer & family 
   

Last month’s Minutes and Treasurer’s Report were read and approved.  
 
Continued discussion on the possible purchase of a deep french fryer.  Annette reported 
that Ben Trillanes had found one for just under $600 in Lancaster but they do not permit us 

to pick it up - thus requiring a shipping charge of $92, or a total of nearly $700.  Only $600 
was approved at our last meeting. Ben will keep looking.  If nothing less expensive is found 
we may decide to authorize more money at a future meeting.  
 

Some discussion of the fun had at the Christmas party at the home of Curtis and Kate 
Berry. 
 

Not much work on the V-Star project in December. Ken Jones reported he attempted to 
purchase some tubing for the project, but the long lengths given him required very 
expensive freight shipping.  He and Jim Marsden looked closely at the plans last Monday 
night and determined we can order the tubing in less than 8 foot lengths thus being able to 

use UPS shipping at a significant reduced cost.  Also on Monday night, Jim weighed both 
wings (one completed by the previous owner and one completed by us) and found they are 
the same weight. 

 
Sandy & Mark reported they are planning to schedule Young Eagles flights on June 14, but 
only for kids who did not receive rides at last year’s Wings/wheels event.  Since this is a 
limited event we decided we will not serve food. 

 
The group decided to start planning for Young Eagles fly-in events for 2014 on the third 
Saturday on each month - possibly beginning in May or June - running through October, 
except for September if the Airport authorities have another Wings/Wheels event.  

 
Ken Jones reminded everyone that he is now collecting 2014 dues - still at $20. 
 

Ken Jones reported he has not yet selected a restaurant for the March Awards Banquet, but 
will do so before the next meeting.  Everyone should be thinking of the person they will 
vote to receive the Hale Andrews award.  Second place will once again go to the person 
who comes in second in the voting.  As a reminder, the voting is for the person who did the 

most for the Chapter in the year 2013. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:20, after which Sarah Shaffer gave us an interesting 

presentation on her experience at the 2013 Senior Aviation Academy at Oshkosh.   
 
Submitted by: Ken Jones 
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The V-Star project 
is coming along very 
well. Work is being 
done every Monday 

evening. 
This is a neat project 
and a lot of fun for 
those who are taking 

the time to participate 
in this endeavor. See 

you there.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Current Fuel Prices 
as of Jan.27, 2014 

                        SS           FS          
Hagerstown     

Frederick 
Martinsburg 
Winchester 
Cumberland 

Westminster 

    $5.70     $6.55 

    $5.65     $6.40 
                 $6.35 
    $5.95     $6.35 
    $5.80    

    $5.77     $6.35 

www.airnav.com  
 

  

__________________________________________ 

 
Thanks From the Young Eagles Program 

By Brian O'Lena, EAA 1058702, Manager - Young Eagles and Youth Pathways  

 

Before we get too far into the New Year, we would like to say thanks to all of the volunteers and supporters 
who make the Young Eagles program such a success. Without your time and resources, the program could not 

exist. For more than 21 years, your dedication has inspired the next generation to dream about the 
possibilities of flight. You are making a difference! 
 

In 2013 we added to our already impressive numbers by topping 1.8 million Young Eagle flights. Our EAA 
Young Eagles student membership now exceeds 26,000 members. More than 23,000 Young Eagles have 
continued their aviation engagement by enrolling in Sporty's Online Learn to Fly Course. Our partnership with 
the Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA) has enrolled over 15,000 EAA student members as AMA youth 

members.  
 
In addition to our fabulous volunteers, we have been blessed with the best group of sponsors any program can 

ask for. Phillips 66 has been our presenting sponsor since the beginning of the program. Their financial 
support of the program is two-tiered: They help our program at the national level, but they also help pilots 
with the rebate when you use the P66 credit card. 
 

Without the help from Sporty's Pilot Shop, there would be no Young Eagles Flight Plan program. Its Learn to 
Fly Course is the backbone of the Flight Plan which can help a Young Eagle move from the right seat to the left 
seat. 
 

In addition, support from industry leaders such as Cessna, Lightspeed, Garmin, ForeFlight, and Embry-
Riddle Aeronautical University have given the Young Eagles program the strength to succeed and make a 
difference in young people's lives. 

 
As we ramp up for our 2014 Young Eagles flying season, we would like to thank you for your support of the 
program and hope to see you again at a Young Eagles event this year. And remember, you are making a 
difference!  
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Happy Happy Happy Happy BirthdayBirthdayBirthdayBirthday    
 
Feb. 16 – Walter Green 
Feb. 18 – Don Myers 
Feb. 25 – Mark Hissey 
    



 

NEWS CLIPS 
_____________ 

Purchase Your AirVenture 2014 Tickets 
Online  

Advance purchase admission 
tickets and camping  are now 
available for EAA AirVenture 

Oshkosh 2014, the 62nd 
annual convention and fly-in 
scheduled for July 28 to Aug. 

3 at Wittman Regional Airport 
in Oshkosh. EAA members 
and nonmembers can purchase daily and weekly 
admission tickets in advance, and purchases made 

before June 15, 2014, include a $2 discount on daily 
adult admissions and $5 on weekly adult admissions.     
 
 
 
Question:  How can you tell if wind shear is 

present when landing and how should you handle it?  

Wally Moran answers this question for you. 
View the tip here: 
www.pilotworkshop.com/tips/wind_shear_landing.ht
m ���� 
 
When most pilots take off, the right wing dips upon 

becoming airborne. What causes it and how is it 
overcome? 
Get the answer from Wally Moran here...  
www.pilotworkshop.com/tips/pilot_rudder_takeoff.htm 

 
 
 

Webinars 
 
February 5 - 8 p.m. CST  
How To Flunk an Annual Inspection - Presenter: 
Mike Busch 
February 12 - 8 p.m. CST 
LSA Documentation - What's In Your Logbooks? 
- Presenter: Prof. H. Paul Shuch 
View all Webinars @ http://eaa.org/webinars/   
Pre-registration required.    ����    
 
 
 

Hints for Homebuilders 
 
Weight and Balance: Flight Test Weight and CG 
www.eaavideo.org/video.aspx?v=2990412059001  ���� 

 

 
FAA Issues Apology for Delay on Medical 

Petition 
 

AOPA has announced that it received a letter from 

FAA Administrator Michael Huerta apologizing for the 
FAA’s nearly two-year delay in responding to the 
joint AOPA-EAA petition that would expand the use 

of the driver’s license medical standard. In his Dec. 
26 letter, Huerta said it was important to “ensure 
that such an unprecedented change will not result in 
any adverse impact that could lead to degradation in 

safety.” He did not indicate when the agency will 
make its final decision. The letter was sent following 
a meeting with AOPA President Mark Baker that 

included discussion of the third-class medical issue. 
Administrator Huerta said he recognized the 
importance of the issue to pilots as there had been 
more than 16,000 comments made on the petition. 

The long delay by the FAA resulted in introduction of 
the General Aviation Pilot Protection Act in Congress 
by members of the Congressional General Aviation 
Caucus. The act would allow pilots to use their 

state’s driver’s license medical standard for 
noncommercial VFR flights below 14,000 feet in 
aircraft with no more than six seats, weighing 6000 

pounds or less and with a cruise speed of 250 knots 
or less. AOPA and EAA have called on their members 
to support the proposed act and will be continuing to 
request they contact their representatives in the 
months to come.  ���� 

 
     

As a general rule, is it a good idea to lean your 
engine during taxi?  
Get the answer from Bob Nardiello here...  
www.pilotworkshop.com/tips/pilot_leaning_taxi.htm 

 
 

 

Can You Identify This Airplane? 
 
 

 
 

The answer is on Page 7. 
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Climbing and Descending Safely 
By Ian Brown, Editor - Bits and Pieces, EAA 657159 

Flying out of uncontrolled airports gives you a 
perspective on the risks involved in depending purely 
upon your eyesight and radio. 

In the last five years, I have been subjected to two 
runway incursions while on short final; one aircraft 

passed me at 90 degrees at the same altitude within 
200 yards, one passed my nose on climb-out and 
two trikes passed me at my twelve o'clock at almost 

the same altitude. I'm sure that my experience is not 
unique. That third dimension, exact altitude, is our 
friend, but our relative speed makes things happen 
much faster than on the ground. 

It might be useful to recount the events, to at least 

open a discussion. I'm among the least experienced 
pilots in my group so this is written with all due 
humility. Some of the pilots responsible for the 
incidents I relate were perhaps significantly more 

experienced, but not necessarily always at the height 
of their game. 

Incursion 1. I'd made radio calls on downwind, 
base and final. On short final, an aircraft taxied onto 

the runway, forcing me to go around. Staying to the 
right of the runway, and climbing, the pilot on the 
runway decided to leave the circuit and cut 
underneath me by making a right turn before 

climbing to crosswind altitude. I lost sight of him 
completely. My conclusion was that risks are 
significantly higher if we don't listen to the radio, 
don't adequately visually check the approach and 

don't stay on the axis of the runway until we reach 
circuit altitude for departure or make the crosswind 
turn to stay in the circuit.  

Incursion 2. After radio calls crossing the runway, 

joining downwind, turning base and turning final, an 
aircraft which had joined the downwind after me cut 
me off by turning a short final and landing. I went 
around. When asking this pilot what happened, he 

said he had not seen me (always a possible risk) and 
that his handheld comm radio battery had been dead 
when he took off. Conclusions here might include 
being super cautious if you're operating NORDO, and 

perhaps stretching your downwind to take extra time 
to look for traffic on base and final. One might also 
consider the sanity of choosing to fly NORDO when 

waiting half an hour could give you the time to 
charge that handheld. 

Aircraft passing 90 degrees at same altitude. 
Airports with glider operations often have one side 
active for gliders and the other side active for 

powered aircraft. Approaching to cross the runway 
mid-field at circuit altitude poses special risks since 
you are (I was) at the same altitude as potential 
glider traffic. In this case, it was mid-week and no  

glider traffic was heard at this mandatory frequency 
airport, nor was it expected, but a motor-glider had 

decided to exercise the privileges of a glider while 
under power, by following the downwind on the other 
side of the runway. My take-away from this was to 
avoid crossing the runway at circuit altitude at 

uncontrolled airports as a method of joining the 
downwind, if that airport has a complex pattern such 
as glider traffic. 
Aircraft passing on climb out. Climbing out of my 

local airport, it was my intent to stay on the axis 
until 1000' AGL and then depart the circuit roughly 
straight ahead. An aircraft crossed my nose at the 

same altitude while arriving to loop around and 
joining the downwind. I think this one is a no-
brainer, but it did not help that I was the only one 
using a radio at the time. When approaching an 

airport, it's not a bad idea to be at circuit altitude 
(see below), but we should always stay well away 
from the zone(s) where climbing traffic will be 

departing. 
Trikes passing at 12 o'clock at same altitude. 
Passing east over a low mountain range, I was level 
at 3,500'. Two trikes passed very close off my left 

wing just slightly higher. Powered VFR aircraft 
travelling cross country are supposed to respect the 
odd/east even/west altitude conventions (including 
trikes). What I imagine happened in this case was 

that the trikes had decided to push up to 3,500' to 
avoid turbulence near the ground at 2,500', but they 
were travelling West. Perhaps trikes have more 

difficulty hearing or using a radio, but had they used 
one, this risk would have been avoided. Maybe 
another way to mitigate this would be, if you can use 
higher altitudes, do so. At 5,500 you won't see many 

trikes and a lot less traffic in general. 
Making changes in altitude presents extra risks while 
flying. You have a blind spot directly below you when 

descending and directly above when climbing. 
Descend early to the circuit to reduce the risk of 
descending onto an aircraft directly below you. The 
likelihood of descending onto another aircraft is 

significantly increased when you are on the 
downwind axis. 
One last thought. I've heard pilots say, "You don't 
need to make radio calls on base" or "You only need 

to make one call on final," but if those calls are 
separated by more than a couple of minutes, you 
have lots of time for other pilots to forget that you 

are there. Special risks include people being unsure 
about what was said including language and accents, 
what was the exact location of the caller. You can't 
over-communicate under normal circumstances, 

unless the frequency is really busy, but it's very 
common to hear (or not hear) under-communication.  

 

Continued next page 
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Climbing and Descending Safely 
Continued from page 6 

 

Frequent communication problems include stepping 
on someone's transmission (which you aren't always 

aware of, so it's up to other pilots to let you know), 
speaking before you completely pressed the push-to-
talk, incomplete messages (missing altitude, 
location, call sign), and speaking too quickly. My 

personal bug-bear is people using local landmarks 
that can only be known if you're from the area. How 
about using distance and direction from some major 

landmark like an airport? Note to self: always use 
GPS info on distance/track to/from airport in radio 
calls, rather than "crossing hwy 10 South of 
Wherever." 

 
Anyway, those are my thoughts. Your incidents, 
comments, experience would make us all safer 

pilots. We should be our own best teachers, with 
enough dialogue. Let us hear your story.  ����    
    
    
    

Shell Announces Development of 
Unleaded GA Fuel 

 
December 3, 2013 - Shell today became the first 

major oil company to develop a lead-free 
replacement for aviation gasoline (avgas 100 and 
100LL) which will now begin testing and evaluation 
under FAA regulation. According to Shell's 

announcement today, the new lead-free formulation 
comes after 10 years of exhaustive R&D, as well as 
successful initial testing, carried out in the last two 
months by two original equipment manufacturers 

(OEMs).  
 
Xinsheng (Sheng) Zhang, vice president of Shell 

Aviation, said in a news release: "We are proud of 
this first for Shell Aviation. This advanced product is 
the latest milestone in our long history of innovation. 
We believe that with industry support, a stringent 

approvals process can be completed for this new 
lead-free product within a short time frame. We look 
forward to working alongside our technical partners 

and authorities to progress the necessary approvals 
needed to make this product a reality for use in light 
aircraft engines of all types."  
 

Avgas currently includes lead in its formulation to 
meet fuel specifications and boost combustion 
performance (known as motor octane rating). Shell 
reports that it has developed an unleaded avgas that 

meets all key avgas properties and that has a motor 
octane rating of over 100, an industry standard. The 
development of a technically and commercially viable 

unleaded avgas that meets these criteria has been  

seen by the aviation industry as a significant 
challenge, due to the tight specifications and strict 

flight safety standards.  
 
Shell Aviation reports it carried out an intensive 
internal laboratory program, including in-house 

altitude rig and engine testing. Working alliances 
were then formed with aviation engine manufacturer 
Lycoming Engines and the light aircraft manufacturer 
Piper Aircraft Inc. As a result, the formulation was 

successfully evaluated in industry laboratory engine 
(bench) tests by Lycoming and in a flight test by 
Piper. 

 
"Lycoming Engines commends Shell on launching its 
unleaded avgas initiative", states Michael Kraft, 
senior vice president and general manager of 

Lycoming Engines. "They engaged Lycoming to test 
their fuel on our highest octane demand engine and 
we can confirm that it's remarkably close to avgas 

100LL from a performance perspective. This initiative 
is a major step in the right direction for general 
aviation." 
 

"Piper Aircraft is pleased to participate with Shell and 
Lycoming in this feasibility flight test program," said 
Piper Vice President of Engineering Jack Mill. 
"Recently, we successfully flew an experimental 

nonproduction Piper Saratoga with Shell's new 
formulation for about an hour. We appreciate the 
opportunity to work with Shell and Lycoming in this 

preliminary investigation of the technologies, which 
could in several years lead to flying unleaded fuel in 
our production airplanes."  
 

According to its announcement, Shell will now 
engage the aviation industry, regulators, and 
authorities, including the U.S. Federal Aviation 

Administration, American Society for Testing and 
Materials (ASTM), and European Aviation Safety 
Agency (EASA), to achieve approvals for the 
unleaded avgas. Shell expects to also work with 

other OEMs to continue the testing and refinement 
program as the approvals process progresses.  ����    

 
 

 
 

The Mystery Airplane, on page 5, is a 1937 

Fairchild  KR-34.   ���� 
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